
5-948-

Letter - C10
Page 2

Response to Comment C10-2
Please refer to the Master Response on Other Desalination in
SDWCA Service Area and Comments Calling for Increased
Conservation in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.



5-949-

Letter - C11. See Attached List of Citizens
that submitted this letter

Response to Comment C11-1
Comment noted.

Response to Comment C11-2
In the absence of the Proposed Project, the salinity of the
Salton Sea is projected to continue to increase with consequent
reductions in the abundance of fish and changes in the
invertebrate community at the Salton Sea. These changes
would affect biological resources of the Salton Sea as
described in Section 3.2 of the Draft EIR/EIS. Water
conservation and transfer under the Proposed Project would
accelerate the occurrence of these changes but would not
result in different effects than would ultimately occur in the
absence of the Proposed Project. Implementation of the Habitat
Conservation Plan component of the Proposed Project would
avoid or mitigate the effects to biological resources of the
Salton Sea that are attributable to water conservation and
transfer. See Master Response for Biology-Approach to the
Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy in Section 3 of this
Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C11-3
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality Salton
Sea Air Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of
this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C11-4
Please refer to the response given for Comment C20-2.



5-950-

The following individuals submitted
letters with the identical content as
letter C-11. To save resources we
have elected to print one version of the
letter and list the individuals that
submitted this letter. The individuals
are as follows:

Adler, Julie
Alkhas, Wilmer
Anderson, Deanie
Andrade, Antonio
Baker, Lisa
Bankston, Thomas
Beckstein, Carrie R.
Beckstein, Douglas
Bernstein, Carol
Billing, Eve
Bing, Mary
Bishop-Morgan, Melissa
Bond, Melanie
Boughn, Donald
Brockway, Christi
Brown, Matthew
Brumbaugh, Joe
Burge, Karen
Busher, Sharmayne
Busts, Andrea
Butterfield, Lisa
Call-Bullock, Deborah
Caterson, Denee
Cavallo, Josephine
Christian, Donna
Cofresi, Shirley
Colbert, Daniel
Cooper, Willi
Cremeans, Nicole
Cureton, Curtis
Dakak, Alan
Davidson, Tim
Degiovanni, George
Dermady-Minney, Donnalee
Dietrick, Jessica
Do, Ann & Rademaker, Darren
Douty, Shirley
Duff, Winslow

Elston, Michael
Evans, Jonathan
Evans, Willow
Fairchild, Sarah
Ferkins, Roberta
Ferris, Mike
Fine, Marian
Floyd, Jennifer
Foltz, Carol
Forbes, William
Fountain, Sherry
Fox, Paul
Furan, Traci and Dominquez, Maria
Gathing, Nancy
Gibson, Debbie
Gill, Richard
Goggins, Alan
Goodwin, Judith
Gorbett, Jason
Greenfader, David
Gubelman, Joyce
Gulbis, Robert
Hall, D.
Hamilton, Healy
Harding, Eleanor
Hilsinger, James
Hitt, Janet
Hodge, Keith
Hunrichs, Paul
James, Claudia
Jameson, Carolyn
Jaquinto, Janet
Jimenez, Barbara
Jolly, Isabelle
Kay, T.
Kelly, Jeannie
Kelly, Patrick, PhD.
Kloberdanz, Ron

Krupitski, Daniel
Leahy, Edward
Leatto, Renne
Lefler, Susan
Lieberman, Jackie
Lisica, Jennifer
Liszeo, Barbara
Lunsford, Jim
Luttmann, Rick, Ph.D.
Lynn, Teresa
Markowitz, Saul
Marshall, Lisa
Mauldin, Linda
Maxwell, Thomas
Mazor, Raphael
McDonald, Claude and Cynthia
McDonald, William
McCoy, Doris Lee
Mcknight, Shoshanah
Meiners, Shaina
Miller, Susan
Mrohs, Dawn
Munroe, Diana
Murphy, Diane
Murray, Joel
Muzzin, Ruth
Narkevicius, Lupita
Nash-Dooley, Paisley
Nemire, Kenneth
Noche, Michael
Oliver, James
Olivieri, Melisa
Ortiz, JoAnn
Page, Carol
Perdue, Gary
Peters, Ray
Pfannenstiel, Robert
Plach, Heidi

Polsky, David
Post, Rhonda
Powanda, Kim
Randall, Sara & Downing, Dane
Refsell, Nadine
Repschlaeger, E.
Robbins, Nancy
Robinson, Melanie
Ross, Gregory
Rubin, Liezel
Salerno, Marie
Sanders, K.
Sando, Emma
Schmitt, Aimee
Schraft, Ray
Schroeder, Carrie
Siegel, Bev
Siegle, Michael
Stein, Nancy
Stoddart, Jane
Strong, Jaquelyn
Suire, Anne
Symmons, Susan
Taylor, Doreen
Tiuckfield, Tristen
Trapp, Gene
Vajrakarur, R.
Vickery, Lucy E.
Voll, Susan
Weston, Gloria
Wight, Raymond
Wight, Valerie
Wisch, Christine
Wlling, Tina
Zawlik-Moyot, Helen
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Letter - C12. Signatory - Pamela Nelson.

Response to Comment C12-1
Comment noted. The EIR/EIS evaluates the impacts of the Proposed
Project on the Salton Sea and provides measures to mitigate significant
impacts as appropriate and feasible. Also, refer to the Master Response
on Biology - Approach to Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy in
Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C12-2
Without a specific reference to a part of the Draft EIR/EIS, this
comment is too general to respond to. Comment noted.

Response to Comment C12-3
In the absence of the Proposed Project, the salinity of the Salton Sea is
projected to continue to increase with consequent reductions in the
abundance of fish and changes in the invertebrate community at the
Salton Sea. These changes would affect biological resources of the
Salton Sea as described in Section 3.2 of the Draft EIR/EIS. Water
conservation and transfer under the Proposed Project would accelerate
the occurrence of these changes but would not result in different effects
than would ultimately occur in the absence of the Proposed Project.
Implementation of the Habitat Conservation Plan component of the
Proposed Project would avoid or mitigate the effects to biological
resources of the Salton Sea that are attributable to water conservation
and transfer. See Master Response for Biology-Approach to the Salton
Sea Conservation Strategy in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.
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Letter - C15. Signatory - Linda Lee Minshew.

Response to Comment C15-1
Comment noted.

Response to Comment C15-2
Please refer to the response given for Comment C12-3.

Response to Comment C15-3
The water conservation program would be voluntary, and IID does not
know which farmers would participate. The assumption is that the
incentives provided would be sufficient to encourage an adequate
number of farmers to participate to conserve the amount of water
needed to meet the terms of the IID/SDCWA Transfer Agreement.
Whether farmers will actually choose to participate is an individual
decision that will be made by each farmer based on many factors that
include, but are not limited to, farm business economics and the
incentive payments offered by the conservation program.

As a worst case scenario, impacts of the Project were predicted using
the IIDSS model using a random selection of farms to participate in
conservation though implementation of on-farm conservation measures.
On-farm conservation measures would result in the greatest impacts for
the Salton Sea, thus this scenario was used for analysis. As the
comment does not refer to a significant environmental issue, no further
response is required.

Response to Comment C15-4
Please refer to the Master Response on Other-Growth Inducement
Analysis in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C15-5
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of this Final
EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C15-6
Comment noted.
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Letter - C17. Signatory - Name Withheld.
Response to Comment C17-1

Sections 7 and 10 of the ESA provide provisions to "take" threatened or
endangered species if consultation has concluded with a take
authorization. Section 10(a)(1)(B) of the ESA allows USFWS to issue
an Incidental Take Permit authorizing take that is incidental to an
otherwise lawful activity if the applicant provides a conservation plan
meeting the following factors identified in Section 10(a)(2)(B):

•  The taking will be incidental.
•  The applicant will, to the maximum extent practicable, minimize

and mitigate the impacts of such taking.
•  The applicant will ensure that adequate funding for the plan will be

provided.
•  The taking will not appreciably reduce the likelihood of the survival
and recovery of the species in the wild.
•  The measures, if any, required under subparagraph (A)(iv) (i.e.,

any additional measures that USFWS may require as being
necessary or appropriate for purposes of the plan) will be met, and
USFWS has received any other assurances it requires that the plan will
be implemented.

USFWS will determine whether the HCP meets the requirements of
ESA and is sufficient to support issuance of Incidental Take Permits.

The commenter mentions the following significant unavoidable impact
but does not raise a specific question: WQ-7, "Increase in selenium
concentrations in the IID surface drains discharging directly to the
Salton Sea." No response is required.

The commenter also mentions the following less than significant impact
(after mitigation) but does not raise a specific question: R-7, "Reduction
in Salton Sea elevation would render boat launching and mooring
facilities inoperable."

The commenter also mentions the following less than significant impact
but does not raise a specific question: AQ-3, " Windblown dust from
fallowed land."  See Master Response on Air Quality--Air Quality Issues
Associated with Fallowing in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C17-2
Comment noted.

Response to Comment C17-3
Comment noted.
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Letter - C18. Signatory - Joan Greene.

Response to Comment C18-1
Comment noted.

Response to Comment C18-2
Please refer to the Master Response on Other Desalination in
SDWCA Service Area and Comments Calling for Increased
Conservation in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C18-3
Comment noted.
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Response to Comment C18-4
Refer to Section 3.2, Biological Resources, and Appendix C,
Habitat Conservation Plan, in the Draft EIR/EIS, for impacts
and mitigation measures for migrating birds at the Salton Sea.
Also, refer to Master Responses on Air Quality-Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan and Biology - Approach
to Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy in Section 3 of this
Final EIR/EIS.
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Letter - C19. Signatory - Ken Maloney.

Response to Comment C19-1
In the absence of the Proposed Project, the salinity of the
Salton Sea is projected to continue to increase with consequent
changes in the ecological dynamics of the sea. Water
conservation and transfer under the Proposed Project would
accelerate the occurrence of these changes but would not
result in different effects than would ultimately occur in the
absence of the Proposed Project. Implementation of the Habitat
Conservation Plan component of the Proposed Project would
avoid or mitigate the effects to biological resources of the
Salton Sea that are attributable to water conservation and
transfer. See Master Response for Biology—Approach to
Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy in Section 3 of this
Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C19-2
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality Salton
Sea Air Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of
this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C19-3
Comment noted.
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Letter - C21. Signatory - Ruth Niswander.

Response to Comment C21-1
In the absence of the Proposed Project, the salinity of the
Salton Sea is projected to continue to increase with consequent
reductions in the abundance of fish and changes in the
invertebrate community at the Salton Sea. These changes
would affect biological resources of the Salton Sea as
described in Section 3.2 of the Draft EIR/EIS. Water
conservation and transfer under the Proposed Project would
accelerate the occurrence of these changes but would not
result in different effects than would ultimately occur in the
absence of the Proposed Project. Implementation of the Habitat
Conservation Plan component of the Proposed Project would
avoid or mitigate the effects to biological resources of the
Salton Sea that are attributable to water conservation and
transfer.

Response to Comment C21-2
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality Salton
Sea Air Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of
this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment C21-3
Please refer to the response given for Comment C21-1.
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